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NOTIFICATION OF REASON FOR REJECTION 

Mailed: June 7 , 2002 

Indication of Case: Japanese Patent Application No. 2001-87957 

This patent application should be rejected for the following 
reasons . If the applicant has any argument against the reasons , 
such argument must be filed within sixty days from the mailing 
date of this Official Action. 

Reason 1 : 

The inventions according to the below- stated claims of this 
patent application cannot be granted a patent under the 
stipulation of Japanese Patent Law, Article 29, Section 2, 
because the inventions according to the claims would have been 
obvious to those skilled in the art of the technical field to 
which the inventions pertain, in light of the inventions 
described in the publications stated below which had been 
distributed in Japan or elsewhere prior to the filing of the 
present application. 

Citations : 

1. Pamphlet of WO 00/15441 

2. Japanese Patent Laid-Open Publication No. 250066/1992 
Note: 

Claims 1 to 3 , 8 to 12, 19, 20, 22, and 24 to 27 / Citations 
1 and 2 

Refer to Citation 1 about a conventional art, for example, 
a description relating to Figs. 3 and 4. 
(Claims 1 and 8) 

Citation 2 (43rd column, section [0230] to 46th column, 
section [0257] ) describes a technical idea in which a recovery 



operation of an ink cartridge is changed according to a passed 
time from a date of manufacture of the ink cartridge and/or a 
kind of ink so that a suitable recovery operation is carried 
out for each ink cartridge. 

Thus, it is a change of design obvious for those skilled 
in the art to apply a recovery manner similar to that disclosed 
in Citation 2 to the conventional art disclosed in Citation 1. 

(Claims 20 and 22) 

The technical meaning of the recitation "the information 
about sedimentation- state" in the above claims cannot be 
understood based on the reason stated hereinbelow. It is also 
unknown whether the above information is different from 
information about a passed time from a date of manufacture or 
not . Thus , this term can be found to mean information equivalent 
to a date of manufacture. 

Accordingly, the detailed rejection reason for the above 
claims is omitted which is the same one as above. 

Matters recited in other claims are also disclosed in 
Citations 1 and 2 . 

Reason 2 : 

This patent application has failed to satisfy the 
requirement stipulated under Japanese Patent Law, Article 36, 
Section 6 (2) in the following points of the recitation of the 
claims . 

Note: 

1 . Claims 4 to 6 , 13 to 15, 17 to 18, 21, and 23 

The term "liquid end" cannot be technically understood (it 
is not known whether this term implies a maximum amount of liquid 
available in a liquid container or other meaning. The term "ink 
end" is used in the field of an ink jet recording apparatus. 
The technical meaning of the term "ink end" is a state in which 
an ink in an ink container is empty. However, the "liquid" is 
not defined as an "ink" in the present invention. Further, the 
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term "liquid end" may not be considered to be conformed to the 
"ink end", at which ink consumption is always supposed to be 
always constant . 

2 . Claims 20 to 23 

The technical meaning of the recitation "the information 
about sedimentation- state" in the above claims cannot be 
understood. (It is unknown whether the above information is 
different from information about a passed time from a date of 
manufacture or not. If so, what is concretely different is not 
known even in consideration of a detailed description of the 
invention, as pointed out in the following Reason 3.) 

Thus, the inventions according to Claims 4 to 6 , 13 to 15, 
17 to 18, and 20 to 23 are unclear. 

Reason 3 : 

This patent application has failed to satisfy the 
requirement stipulated under Japanese Patent Law, Article 36, 
Section 6 (1) in the following point of the recitation of the 
claims . 

Note : 

What is concretely meant by the recitation "the information 
about sedimentation- state" in Claims 20 to 23 is unclear, even 
in view of the detailed description of the invention in the 
specification (for example, sections [0141] and [0146],. 

Thus, the inventions according to Claims 20 to 23 are not 
described in the detailed description of the invention (the 
inventions according to Claims 20 to 23 are not disclosed in 
the prior application). 

Reason 4 : 

This patent application has failed to satisfy the 
requirement stipulated under Japanese Patent Law, Article 36, 
Section 4 and Section 6 (2) in the following point of the 
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description of the specification and drawings. 
Note: 

With respect to a liquid other than ink such as a liquor, 
liquid characteristics when a liquid container is manufactured 
is generally considered to be different from those when the liquid 
is manufactured. Since a liquid contains various 

characteristics, it cannot be understood what liquid other than 
"ink" is meant by the description "liquid" in the specification. 

Since the above respect is remarkably unclear in this patent 
application, requirements of novelty and unobviousness are not 
examined for the inventions according to Claims 1 to 2 7 in which 
"liquid" is not ink. 

RESULT OF PRIOR ART REFERENCE SEARCH 
Field of the Search: IPC 7th Edition B41J 2/18, B41J 2/185, 

B41J 2/175 

Prior Art Reference: 

Japanese Patent Laid-Open Publication No. 279344/1990 

The result of the present prior art reference search 
constitutes no reason for rejection. 
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